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‘Rocks
of age

The deserts of Utah are
as awe-inspiring today
as they were when first

being explored

BY TONY PERROTYET

FTTIE NAME DRY FORRK COY-
- ote Cralch doesn't give fair warmn-
ing that this is not your average
- hike, then the haunting drive 10
= the teailhead will remove all doubx,

"I'he sandy Hole-in-the-Rock Road
is one of the few routes thar even
attempt o enter the expanse of desert
in southern Utah callied the Grand
Staircase- Iscalante National Menu-
ment, and when Tmade a pilgrimage
there last summer, 1 didn't pass a
single car,

But my total isolation didn' really
strike home until 1 stepped from my
dxd omo the edge of a mesa above
Covote Guleh, a ravine whose golden
sandstone hides three narraw slor
canyons, There was nothing bue
expanses of rock suretching toward the
horizan, Chnly a few stone cairns far
Below indicared that there wasany hik-
ing traifavall.

I’d gone to southern Utah on the
wrail ol an improballe cutdoor adven-
wrer ~ Lrederick Samuel Dellen-
baugh, who at the age of 18 joined the
lasL great voyage of exploraiion in the
Old West,

This Gikled Age Hardy Boy made i
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through the raw desert in May and

June £872 with a group of amateur

explorers. Tn his laver years, Dellen-
Laugh wavelled the world as an arist
and writer, and helped 10 {found, in
1904, the esteemed Faplorers Club,
now in Manhattan.

But. 1 was [ascinated by his teenage
adventure, when he and his friends
[ound the first route through seuthern
Utah’s canyons, discovering the last
unknown river in the continental
United States, the Esealante, and the

Articic Page 1of §




